[Your Address]

[Date]

[Their Address]

Honorable [Name]

Governor of [State]

State House

City, State, Zip

Dear Governor [Name]:

Given your leadership in [state] on education and issues affecting children, [we/I] would like to invite you to be part of Afterschool for All, a national initiative designed by the Afterschool Alliance to recognize leaders and organizations that support afterschool programs and the benefits they provide to youth, families and communities.  As a partner in this effort, you would be joining a distinguished group of sixteen governors and hundreds of mayors across the United States who support the goal of quality, affordable afterschool programs for all the children and youth who need them.  
Governor James Douglas of Vermont, Former Governor Robert Ehrlich, Jr. of Maryland (2003-07), Governor John Lynch of New Hampshire, Governor Edward Rendell of Pennsylvania, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger of California and Governor Kathleen Sebelius of Kansas have already added their support to this effort.  To date, nearly 20,000 prominent individuals and organizations such as the National PTA, the YMCA of the USA and AARP, corporate leaders IBM, Time Warner and Allstate Insurance have signed on to Afterschool for All.  A complete list of partners is available at: www.afterschoolalliance.org.  Becoming an Afterschool for All partner allows you to register your support for afterschool programs and receive recognition for your leadership on the issue.  There are no requirements, financial or otherwise, associated with this initiative.
We know that as Governor of [State], meeting the various needs of citizens is always a challenge.  Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families and inspire learning.  Youth who participate in afterschool are significantly less likely to get involved in risky behavior.  And, children in afterschool programs attend school more often, do better in school and are less likely to drop out.  Yet the supply of programs lags far behind the demand.  More than 14 million children in the U.S. are alone and unsupervised after school.  

As a champion of children in [state], [we/I] [are/am] asking you to join this important and unprecedented venture.  Our children need our decision makers to heed our call for Afterschool for All.  [I/We] hope you will consider signing the enclosed form to show your support for the goal of ensuring afterschool for all for all youth.  Your name will be used only as a testament to the broad and diverse support that exists for afterschool.

Thank you in advance for your public service and for registering your support for Afterschool for All.  Your participation will add weight to this national movement. 

Sincerely,

[Your Name] 
[Phone Number]
[E-mail Address]















